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Article first published in “Martial Arts Illustrated February 2016 
 

Aikido World Championships 2015 
 
Historically, competitive Aikido is a relatively recent innovation; Aikido Randori was 
established in the early 1960s just prior to Judo entering the Olympics in 1964.  The 
British Aikido Association was founded in 1966 and the first British National 
Championships took place in 1968 at the National Sports centre, Crystal Palace. A club 
from Epsom and Ewell were crowned club champions. Incredibly this was two years 
before the first All Japan Aikido tournament that took place in 1970. This makes the 
development of Sport Aikido unique in the world of martial arts, in that it was the UK that 
held the first domestic championship and not the Japanese. The BAA currently supports 
three annual national senior competitions. 
 
The inaugural Junior National Championships was held by the British Aikido Association 
in 1977 providing demonstration events that young Aikidoka could safely perform. Great 
care was taken in developing a format that would allow dynamic performance but 
minimise the risk of injury to young joints. The event has grown over the years and is 
now one of three regular and popular events in the Association’s calendar 
 
International tournaments; The first British presence in Japan was in 1985, when a team 
representing Leeds took a silver medal in the men’s team randori competition at the All 
Japan Aikido Championships. This act laid the foundation of the British National team 
started in 1987 by Bob Jones.  
 
The first recognised World Championships took place in Nara, Japan in 1989. Since then 
the World Championships have been held on a regular basis and have provided an 
opportunity for Aikidoka from all over the world to compete and test their technique in a 
friendly yet competitive spirit. 
 
1989 Nara, Japan, 
1993 Katsuura, Japan 
1997 Imabari, Japan 
2001 Osaka, Japan 
2003 Leeds, England 
2005 Katsuura, Japan 
2007 Vandalia, USA 
2009 Kyoto, Japan 
2011 London, England 
2013 Kawasaki, Japan 
2015 Gold Coast, Australia (SAF/WSAF) and Fiecsh Switzerland (JAA) 
2017 London, England (WSAF) 
2019 San Diego, USA (WSAF) 
 
After visiting Japan in 1985 with a team from Leeds and winning silver in the Men’s 
Team Randori, the BAA decided to form a National team and for my efforts, I was made 
Manager in 1987 and remained so until 1997. During that time the British Teams 
achieved 6 Gold, 7 Silver and 8 Bronze medals at international level. This was 
surpassed by Vanda Fairchild and David Fielding - managers (1997 to 2005) with 5 
Gold, 12 Silver and 8 Bronze. Building on this Mick Pratt and Danielle Jones (managers 
2005 to 2013) amassed 12 Golds, 12 Silver and 15 Bronze, illustrating the growing 
strength of British 
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Frank Lord, Leeds Team Captain collecting team silver at the All Japan Aikido 
Championships 1985 

 
Aikido. The managers Laura Beardsmore and Paul Carr (2013 to 2019) started their 
tenure in 2013 and have prepared the teams for their first international challenges in 
Australia and Switzerland. They have amassed a total of Golds 19, Silver 12, Bronze 10  
a grand total of 41 awards. 
 

 
 

GB’s Paul Carr (Joint British team Manager) looking on in Australia 
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The Embu or demonstration events have four different categories and Randori or contest 
free play both for individuals and team events. The Kongo Dan Taisan is a mixed team 
event comprising both Embu and Randori and demands teams with expertise from both 
core disciplines. 
 
All judging and refereeing is achieved through the operation of a flag system, in Embu 
five judges are placed around the mat whilst two pairs perform against each other. The 
judges then have to declare their preference by raising either a red of white flag; the 
majority colour indicates the winner. The Randori events have two side judges and a 
central referee who controls the bout. All events are run on a knockout system, 
competitors moving to the finals through a series of bouts or performances.  
 
Reflections on Australia 
In August the team performed in the hot sunshine of North West Australian Gold Coast. 
This four-day event provided an opportunity for the British Team to demonstrate their 
dominance of the international sport aikido scene 
 
The men’s individual provided much emotion and many creditable performances, with 
Paul Carr and Mark Jenner reaching the quarterfinals with the ultimate winner Jermaine 
Liburd achieving gold for GB. Jermaine had medaled at the previous two world 
championships but this time got the well-deserved title of “World Champion”. 
 

 
 
 
GB’s Jermaine Liburd getting to grips with Japans number one    in the final in Australia 

 
Mark Jenner’s achievement was mirrored by his daughter’s quarter final presence in the 
women’s individual, the father / daughter combination bridging the generation gap. The 
women’s individual was won for the third time by Great Britain’s Laura Beardsmore with 
a fine display of athleticism, the final decided by clear ippon. This achievement is 



 5 

unprecedented in the world of Aikido demonstrating Laura’s dominance at international 
level over the last 10 years. 
 
 

 
 
GB’s Laura Bearsdmore (joint British Team Manager) and three times World Champion. 

 
The team events women, men and Kongo were totally dominated by GB players. The 
GB second team of Dan White, Paul Carr, Pam Dempsey, Keith McLean, Natuley 
Smalle, Mark Jenner and Jermaine Liburd narrowly missing out on the medals with a 
fourth place in the Kongo. 
 

 
 
GB’s Sarah Fletcher and Andy Rigby performing in the Kongo event in Australia. 
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GB’s Paul Carr and Dan White also performing in the Kong event, eventually to get a 
fourth place in Australia. 

 
The men’s and women’s randori was totally dominated by the teams from the UK both 
overcoming Japanese opposition in the respective finals. 
 
The most disappointing results came within the Embu (Kata) competitions, the GB team 
achieved a gold in the Open Kata (David Fielding, Scott Pearce) and silver in the Dan 
Grade, Randori no Kata. (Doyin Ogunbiyi, Natuley Smalle) but did not medal in two other 
categories. 
 

 
 

GB’s David Fielding and Scott Pearce winning Open Kata gold in Australia 
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Overall the event was outstanding for Great Britain. The overall result 1st Japan, 2nd GB, 
3rd Switzerland.  
 
Due to the distance only the core members (15 in total) of the British National Team 
attended the event punching very much above their weight to achieve so much. 
 
GB Medal Winners in Australia 2015 include 
GOLD - Men’s Individual Randori (Jermaine Liburd)  
GOLD - Men’s Team Randori  
(David Fielding, Scott Pearce, Paul Carr, Doyin Ogunbiyi, Fred Kamara)  
GOLD - Women’s Team Randori  
(Laura Beardsmore, Natuley Smalle, Sarah Fletcher)  
GOLD - Women’s Individual Randori (Laura Beardsmore)  
GOLD - Open Kata (David Fielding, Scott Pearce)  
GOLD - Kongo Dan Taisan  
(David Fielding, Scott Pearce, Doyin Ogunbiyi, Laura Beardsmore, Andrew Rigby, Sarah 
Fletcher, Fred Kamara)  
SILVER - Dan Grade Randori-no-Kata (Doyin Ogunbiyi, Natuley Smalle)  
SILVER - Women’s Individual Randori  (Natuley Smalle) 
 
Reflections on Switzerland 
The three-day event took place high in the mountains of Switzerland at a purpose built 
outdoor centre in Fiesch. It is a three-hour drive from Geneva along the lake to the east 
into ski country, the scenery is breathtaking. 
 
Day one started with the Embu competition. The four demonstration events are Kyu and 
Dan Basic Kata, Koryu Dai San and Open Kata events. The Tomiki system has 
seventeen basic techniques; the Kyu grades demonstrate open handed and the Dan 
grades demonstrating with Tanto (Knife). Most of the British entrants were eliminated in 
the Dan Grade basic kata early on, mostly by meeting each other during the eliminations! 
The gold medal was eventually taken by the Georgian pairing of Vakhtang Sikharulidze 
and Ivane Bibilashvili. However the GB team won all three medals in the Kyu Grade 
basic Kata with Chris White and Morgan Murphy providing a breathtaking performance to 
take gold. 
 

 
 
GB’s Morgan Murphy and Chris White taking the first GB gold in Switzerland, the award 

being presented by Mrs Tomiki the daughter of the founder. 
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The Koryu Dai San was won by the Japanese pair Makiko Mita and Hanako Okubo and 
the Open Embu gold went to Ryuta Kudo and Mayumi Kainami also of Japan.  
 
Standards were high in all events but due to some inaccurate seeding, many of the top 
players met each other in early rounds or quarterfinals. This did lead to some uneven 
matches in the finals, notably a very one-sided Women’s Randori final dominated by 
GBs Natuley Smalle. Natuley had beaten, twice world champion, Gitte Wolput, from 
Belgium, in an earlier round. 
 
The Randori events were dominated by Norihiro Shimada World Champion from 2013, 
his bouts were decisive both in the team and individual competition. The Japanese three-
man team was very lucky in their semi-final against the Russian team. The difference 
between the two was one dubious technique; judges had to confer and gave a Waza Ari 
on a majority decision. The Japanese team went on to narrowly beet the British first team 
in the final. The Individual randori was won by Shimada with GBs Scott Pearce won a 
very creditable third place. 
 

 
 

GB’s Scott Pearce winning his 3rd place in the men’s Individual in Switzerland 
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GB’s Scott Pearce – “Proud to be British” 
 

The greatest disappointment for the GB team, was an early exit from the Kongo-Dai-
Taisan event. The high hopes of a medal disappeared in the second round. Overall the 
event was good for Great Britain, especially the up and coming new members of the 
team, the overall result 1st Japan, 2nd GB, 3rd Russia.  
 
GB Medal Winners in Switzerland 2015 include 
GOLD – Randori-no-Kata (Chris White, Morgan Murphy) 
SILVER – Randori-no-Kata (Edward Gander and Kate Bolton) 
BRONZE – Randori-no-Kata (Milly Bolton, Ellie Gander) 
GOLD – Women’s Individual Randori (Natuley Smalle) 
BRONZE – Men’s Individual Randori (Scott Pearce) 
SILVER – Men’s Team Randori (Doyin Ogunbiyi, Scott Pearce, Fred Kamara) 
 

 
 

GB’s Doyin Ogunbiyi completing Waki Gatame to take his team through to the final in 
Switzerland 
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The two competitions demonstrated the abilities and achievements of the GB players, 
they all worked extremely hard and achieved great success, and they are a credit not 
only to Aikido but represented their country in the best possible spirit. 
 
The British Team have been World Champions on four previous occasions, 1995, 2003, 
2007 and 2011, with these performances it will not be long before they are champions of 
the world again. As a senior member of the British Aikido Association I am very proud of 
all who took part. 
 

 
 

Medal Winners Switzerland 
 
 

Written by Bob Jones 
 


